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CHESTER WILMOT: A JOURNALIST'SWAR

“Asawar correspondent | would rate him among the top five, among Australians he
was probably the best....With perhaps a certain amount of arrogance hetook it upon
himsdlf to correct the generals...and influence the cour se of thewar.”

Author Phillip Knightly

AsANZAC day approaches, on SBS DATELINE on Wednesday, April 19 at 8.30pm
Bronwyn Adcock tells the forgotten story of Chester Wilmot, the ABC radio reporter who
risked his career by chdlenging the most powerful man in the Audrdian military.

Broadcagting from the front line of World War Two a Tobruk and the Kokoda Track,
Wilmot didn’t just report on the war, he critiqued it. When he saw problems with the way the
war was being fought, he said s0. The main target of his criticism was Genera Thomas
Blamey, the Commander in Chief of Audrdia s armed forces.

Wilmot was especidly gppalled with what he saw a Kokoda — he thought the troops wereill-
equipped and unprepared for jungle warfare. One particularly provocative report was banned
outright after Wilmot wrote, “ | was bitter for | knew that somewhere under those treetops
there were unnecessary Australian graves.”

Ultimately Wilmoat took an extraordinary step — he went to Canberra and confronted Prime
Miniger Curtin directly with his concerns about Blamey’ s conduct. According to Professor
JD.B. Miller, who was working for the ABC at Parliament House a the time:

“Prime Minister Curtin had given hima very good hearing but said, 100k, there’ s only
two things we can do with Blamey, we must either back him or sack him, and sacking
him would be so bad for morale herein Australia. So everything you say may be right,
but we have to back him.”

Shortly after Wilmot' strip to Canberra, Genera Blamey stripped him of his officid
accreditation. .. efectively ending his career asafront line reporter. When Blamey later tried
to get Wilmot enlisted, the ABC sent him to Britain - where he became afamous
correspondent for the BBC.

“You’ ve got to remember thereisa full scale war on here. Blamey isconcerned with
fighting a world war and lives of Australians are at stake... and what he doesn’'t need is
somebody trying to undermine his authority as Commander - in-Chief.”

Professor David Horner, Blamey’ s biographer

“1 think the position of Sr Thomas Blamey should have been undermined. Hewas a
corrupt, drunken, incompetent... whose lack of judgment resulted in the deaths of
many, many Australians.”

Neil McDonald, Wilmot's biographer

For information contact SBS publicist Verity Leatherdale on (02) 9430 3784.



