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Dear Honorary Secretary

Anzac Day is already a day of national commemoration when we pause to remember Australia's servicemen
and women . .During the Anzac Centenary, which will mark the period 2014 to 2018, Australia will
commemorate 100 years since our involvement in the First World War and also a century of service in war,
defence and peacekeeping.

This Anzac Centenary provides the opportunity to recognise not only the significant events of the First
World War, such as the landings and battles at Gallipoli and the Western Front, but those that followed on
the Kokoda Track, the plight of prisoners of war, of those who fought on the Coral Sea; in fierce air battles
over Europe and in Pacific skies, battles like Kapyong and Long Tan; those who protect the innocent,
making and keeping peace in places like Somalia and Timor Leste and those who fight today in the deserts of
Iraq and the formidable terrain of Afghanistan. The centenary commemorations are an opportunity to
recognise our history and the impact it has on our nation and our future.

Together, Australians will remember those who have fought and served in all the wars and conflicts of the
past 100 years-from the Anzacs in the First World War to the men and women serving in Afghanistan
today. We will recall the experiences of those who stay behind-the families, friends and communities who
suffered the loss of those who would never return.

The Australian Government has appointed a National Commission on the Commemoration of the Anzac
Centenary, with its key role being to call forth ideas from all Australians about how we should commemorate
this important chapter in our history in local communities and nationally. To this end, the National
Commission has launched a public submission process that will be open until 17 September and will then
review the ideas put forward and make recommendations to Government on options to mark the centenary.

I am writing to encourage you to put forward your ideas and suggestions about how the Australian
community can be engaged to mark the Anzac Centenary. A sample submission form is available at
www.anzaccentenarv.gov.auifyou wish to use it, and I have attached a brochure with more information
about the submission process.

The planning for the Anzac Centenary is around six principle themes:
• Century of service
• Community engagement
• Infrastructure and capital works
• Education, public awareness and community access
• Commemorative services

• International relations and cooperation

Submissions should identify the principle theme or themes that the idea addresses.
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